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a fair experiment. National workshops were sabotaged by his
own colleagues, and no real joint effort could be successful on the
part of so heterogeneous a body as the Provisional Government,
Blanc, however, played an important part in drawing away
the minds of French Socialists from the imaginings of
Fourier to the immediate practical problem of the day, and
took a leading share in the Republican opposition to the
Second Empire; but Socialism as such inevitably shared in
the discredit in which the Republican failure involved all
schemes for the radical transformation of society.